
Quarterly Update 
 
Dear Members of the SHS Community: 
 
I am pleased to present the first quarterly report of the 2015-16 school year, which began relatively 
smoothly and has been filled with the joy of learning and the many activities that complement class-
room instruction.   
 
So much of what happens in school is difficult to quantify.  In that vein, I share with you below an over-
view of major trends in education policy that was published in this week’s PTA Newsletter.  While we 
remain aware of these issues, we know by our own experiences and observations the quality of educa-
tion we give our students.  The department reports that follow this overview provide snapshots of our 
practices and student engagement school-wide. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for an enjoyable Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kenneth Bonamo 
Principal 
 
 
 

A Brief Overview of Common Core Learning Standards, 
New Regents Exams, and Teacher Evaluation at Scarsdale High School 

 
The Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS) were adopted by the Board of Regents in 2010 and 2011.  
Learning standards are the basis for curriculum and assessment.  While our courses have met and ex-
ceeded previous state standards, our math and English teachers studied the CCLS to ensure alignment 
with the standards in case new concepts needed inclusion or existing topics needed additional empha-
sis.  For example, our algebra courses now include topics that were not previously part of the 
curriculum, and our tenth-grade English classes include a focus on digital argumentation and non-fiction 
reading and writing. 
 
The key shifts in English, according to the Common Core State Standards Initiative, are: 

1. Regular practice with complex texts and their academic language 
2. Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence from texts, both literary and informational 
3. Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction 

 
The key shifts in mathematics are: 

1. Focus: Covering fewer topics in more detail 
2. Coherence: Linking topics and thinking across grades 
3. Rigor: Pursue conceptual understanding, procedural skills and fluency, and application with 

equal intensity 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/other-resources/key-shifts-in-english-language-arts/
http://www.corestandards.org/other-resources/key-shifts-in-mathematics/


In Scarsdale, students take five Regents exams: Algebra in 8th, 9th, or 10th grade; Living Environment 
(Biology) in 9th grade; Global History and Geography in 10th grade; and U.S. History and Government 
and English in 11th grade.  Sophomores in Chemistry 513 take the Regents examination in Chemistry.  
Because we choose to retain as much autonomy as possible over our curriculum, aim to keep outside 
student testing to a minimum, and strive to personalize and differentiate instruction for our students, 
we do not offer the other Regents exams produced by the State. 
 
The State has created new Regents examinations in Algebra and English that are aligned with the CCLS.  
These have been phased in over time.  In the years when students were permitted to take both the old 
and new Regents exams, we found that students generally did better on the old versions of the exams, 
and this is generally the case state-wide.  In June, all juniors must take the new CCLS-aligned Regents 
examination in English, and all students in algebra courses at the middle and high schools must take the 
new CCLS-aligned Regents examination in Algebra.  The challenge here is that students are taking these 
exams without having been exposed to CCLS-aligned curriculum and assessments throughout their edu-
cation to date, since the CCLS were developed and adopted while they were already in school. 
 
What is more, it has been proposed that students in the Class of 2022 (students who will enter high 
school in September 2018, or current sixth-graders) will have to achieve exam scores higher than 65, the 
current minimum score, in order to satisfy the requirements for a Regents diploma.  The assumption is 
that these students will have had curriculum and assessments aligned to the CCLS throughout their K-12 
education.  As this proposal has not been approved, we are awaiting further news before taking any ac-
tion. 
 
Further complicating the situation is that the State has tied teacher evaluation to students’ performance 
on these new examinations through revisions to the regulations governing Annual Professional Perfor-
mance Reviews (APPR) of educators.  Psychometricians have been clear that student achievement 
examinations are diagnostic tools for instruction and are not reliable for evaluating educators.  Because 
not every subject has a Regents exam (obvious examples include physical education, art, music, and 
world languages), teachers’ APPR scores are often impacted by student performance on exams in sub-
jects other than their own.  For example, art teachers’ APPR scores include subscores derived from 
school-wide performance on the Regents exam in English, which, since it is taken by juniors, might be 
even more irrelevant for an art teacher who teaches freshmen. 
 
Just over half of every teacher’s APPR score reflects teacher observation and professional development.  
For years, Scarsdale has evaluated teachers, in part, using a rubric developed by Charlotte Danielson.  
This rubric was approved by the State for use in APPR under the new regulation.  The rubric asks observ-
ers and teachers to use a lens with four domains: planning and preparation, classroom environment, 
instruction, and professional responsibilities.  Inherent in these domains is the use of student perfor-
mance data (which is collected on an ongoing basis through formal and informal classroom assessment) 
to inform instruction.  Using external summative assessments that are not designed to assess teacher 
performance is far inferior to direct observation, informal and formal feedback and coaching, and an 
environment supportive of professional learning and teacher development.  We have striven to preserve 
the best of our former system while complying with new State regulations that do not take into account 
the high performance and excellent educational results of our school system. 
 
  

https://www.danielsongroup.org/framework/


Art Department 
 
The Art Department began the year with an ex-
hibition of art works created by the district art 
faculty.  The show featured imaginative pieces 
in various media, such as clay, metal, photog-
raphy, drawing, painting, and collage.  The 
gallery was open during parent teacher nights 
and we were pleased by the positive comments 
of the community.  The faculty and staff of the 
district also enjoyed the exhibition. 
 
On Nov. 3, the district art teachers attended a 
full-day professional development workshop at 
Columbia University to further our knowledge 
of creative technologies in line with the dis-
trict’s initiatives in design thinking and maker 
spaces.  Teachers College is developing a crea-
tive technologies certification within the Art 
Education Department.  Led by Professor Rich-
ard Jochum, this program is grounded in a 
philosophy similar to our own: we view creative 
technologies as tools for creative expression.   
 
In support of this concept, Teachers College has 
three separate labs.  One is a classroom with 
traditional art materials and technology, such as 
conductive tape, circuits, LEDs, etc.  Another 
has a wood shop, metal shop, and an area for 
tools, such as digital sewing machines, 3-D 
printers, and laser cutters.  The third space is a 
media lab with computers, more 3-D printers, 
cameras, and scanners.  Paper, scissors, glue, 
clay, and other art materials are also available. 
 
In each of these spaces, our teachers created 
art projects as individuals and in groups.  Each 
project used technology as part of the aesthetic 
consideration to create a work of art.  We were 
all excited by the new techniques we learned 
and had an excellent discussion on how to use 
these in the classroom.  We are ordering many 
of the supplies and look forward to follow-up 
sessions so that we can design a K-12 creative 
technology component to the art curriculum. 

 

Counseling Department 
 
This fall, the deans welcomed the Class of 2019 
and began the joy of building relationships with 
our newest students.  For the Class of 2016, the 
autumn has brought the excitement of senior 
year as well as the work of planning for life after 
SHS.  The deans have been hosting senior con-
ferences and have offered two workshops on 
completing the Common Application as well as 
a College Essay Writing Day, where seniors 
brought draft essays to be reviewed by deans 
and English teachers.  Each day throughout the 
fall, the deans and volunteers from the College 
and Career Center welcome admission repre-
sentatives from colleges and universities across 
the country and from abroad.  These visits fos-
ter personal interaction between students and 
college representatives while strengthening 
relationships we have with these schools.   
 
Several deans have already been on the road 
visiting colleges and attending conferences in-
cluding those sponsored by our National 
Association of College Admissions Counseling, 
the College Board and the Westchester Rock-
land Putnam College Conference Association.  
Our own Dean Mitchell Thompson accepted the 
honor and responsibility of serving on the advi-
sory board for the Common Application.  We 
are grateful for his service to our school, as well 
as to our profession. 

 
 

English Department 
 
All of the 9th grade Eng-
lish and Social Studies 
teams kicked off the 
year with a variety of 
interdisciplinary activi-
ties linked to the book, 
A Long Walk to Water 

by Linda Sue Park, a nonfiction story about two 
African children and their experiences.  Teach-
ers introduce students to issues of poverty and 
violence in Africa, as well as global concerns and 
the impact of water scarcity. 



Several American 
Studies teams 
visited the 9/11 
Museum and 
Memorial, where 
students learned, 
first hand, about 
the events and 
stories of the tragedy of the World Trade Center 
Twin Towers.  Students articulated their reac-
tions to the museum and its artifacts, finding 
the experience powerful and moving. 
 
A group of English and Social Studies teachers 
visited the Museum of the City of New York to 
attend a workshop of the photography of Jacob 
Riis.  English teachers integrate a study of Riis’ 
photography into their study of the urban expe-
rience of the poor in NYC in the 1800s, linking 
the photography to their reading of Crane’s 
Maggie, Girl of the Streets and other immigrant 
stories. 
 

Pamela Kroll’s AT class participated in her an-
nual poetry chalking event, where students 
chalk some of their favorite poems on the slate 
in front of the Brewster Road entrance.  The 
activity excites great enthusiasm for the beauty 
of poetry. 
 

 

Library 
 

We have had an exciting start to the school year 
as we welcomed all ninth graders, new teach-
ers, and parent volunteers during separate 
library orientations.  We have met with many 
classes and prepared research project guides 
for innovative research projects on such varied 

topics as analyzing 
controversies sur-
rounding the 
damming of the 
Mekong River, in-
vestigating chemi-
cal elements, and 

studying Greek gods and goddesses.  We have 
added many fiction and nonfiction titles to our 
print collection and two online subscription da-
tabases,  Issues and Controversies in American 
History and Biography in Context. 
 
Our efforts have also been focused on creating 
areas in the library for students to socialize and 
enjoy some down time.  We created an area 
called CPR, which encourages students to cre-
ate, play, and relax.  Thanks to generous 
donations from parents and staff, we are able 
to offer Legos, art supplies, and games.  We will 
also be adding more couches for increased com-
fortable seating. 

 

 
 
 



Mathematics Department 
 

The Math Team participates in a weekly online 
math competition called "Math Madness," 
sponsored by the American Mathematics Com-
petitions (AMC).  Hundreds of high schools 
across the country take part in these contests of 
engaging, challenging problems.  One of the 
weekly competitions is a collaboration round 
where students work in teams of three to solve 
these problems. 
 

 
 
The AT Statistics classes learned the fundamen-
tals of nonlinear regression by working with M 
& M mini candies.  Timed with Halloween, stu-
dents shook canisters of these minis and 
counted the number that landed with the "m" 
upside down to illustrate the concept of model-
ing exponential decay.  They used the TI-89 to 
graph their findings, and logarithms and residu-
als to formalize their ideas. 
 

  
 

At recent Math Department meetings, teachers 
explored ways to engage students through digi-
tal exit tickets and activities, including Plickers, 
Kahoot, and Google forms.  These allow teach-
ers to get instant feedback from students, 
allowing for assessment of learning.  Digital exit 
tickets enable teachers to take the pulse of stu-
dent learning and get immediate input on a 
lesson or activity. 

 
 

Performing Arts Department 
 
The Performing Arts Department continues to 
provide positive, talented representatives and 
ambassadors for the high school and district 
communities.  During the first quarter, twenty-
seven students in grades 10-12 were accepted 
into the Westchester County Schools Music As-
sociation festival in November; seven students 
were accepted into the New York State Schools 
Music Association All-State honors ensembles in 
December; and one student was accepted into 
the National Association for Music Education 
honors ensemble. 
 
Such leadership beyond our borders is not 
unique to our students.  At the Westchester 
County Arts Leadership Association professional 
development day, some of our staff presented 
sessions to 150 music teachers who attended 
from throughout Westchester County. 
 
Local performances are imminent:  the high 
school musical presentation of Young Franken-
stein will be on November 20, 21, and 22, 
followed by band, chorus and orchestral eve-
nings on December 1, 15, and 22, respectively.  
The ensemble performances will be replicated 
in an abbreviated form for the student body 
during daytime assemblies, which present won-
derful opportunities for the peers and 
colleagues of the students and staff to witness 
the fine quality and performance skills of our 
ensembles and talented musicians. 
 
The high school staff is participating with their 
colleagues in multiple interdisciplinary projects, 



including writing music to complement photog-
raphy, the integration of opera and poetry with 
AT English, and reviewing theory and computer 
courses for inclusion in the STEAM curricular 
conversation.   
 
 

Physical Education Department 
 

The Physical Education Department started the 
2015-2016 school year with the annual fall fit-
ness test in grades 9-12.  All Scarsdale High 

School students were 
assessed in three gen-
eral areas of health-
related fitness: aerobic 
capacity, muscular 
strength and endur-
ance, and flexibility.  
The main objective of 
this annual fitness test 
is to communicate that 

participating in physical activity is a critical part 
of developing fitness and maintaining lifelong 
health. 
 
Following the completion of the fitness test, the 
Start-Up Fitness unit was included in the 9th 
and 10th grade classes as well as the 11th and 
12th grade classes.  Lessons included warm-up 
principles, movement prep and rehab (Prehab), 
speed and agility training, squat progression 
and lunge progression, circuit training, group 
initiative challenges, and student-designed in-

stant fitness warm-ups.  The culminating activi-
activity in the 11th and 12th grade classes was 
the 2nd annual RaiderRun, which is a timed fit-
ness course comprised of a series of five fitness 
challenges, each separated by a run.  Students 
completed the RaiderRun challenge with a 
partner, working towards earning an individual 

recognition as well as earning the class-wide 
recognition of being the top-performing class 
among all 11th and 12th grade classes. 
 
Beyond all of this fitness work, the 9th and 10th 
grade classes had a Team Sports experience, 
with time spent on developing fundamental 
skills and game-play strategies in soccer and flag 
football.  Additionally, the 11th and 12th grade 
classes spent time on the tennis courts review-
ing the forehand, backhand, serve, lob, 
overhead, and volley, then applying these skills 
in doubles and singles matches.  Overall, we 
had an exciting and active first quarter! 
 

 
 
 
 

Science Department 
 
In the Science Department, there have been 
exciting opportunities for students to partici-
pate in activities and events beyond the tradi-
traditional classroom setting.  Students in the A-
School Environmental Science course decided 
to include hands on work in their class projects, 
focusing on local environmental problems.  
They have added sustainable plantings to the 
nature walk located on campus, so far planting 
seven Maple trees, a mix of Red and Japanese.  
In addition, they have planted Daffodil bulbs, 
which will bloom in the spring, in a space near 
Harcourt Lot.  The goal is for these projects to 
be passed on to future Environmental Science 
classes to maintain and further develop.  



 

A very large group of students participated in 
our annual celebration of Mole Day.  Chemistry 
students gathered in the Little Theater before 
school to join in the October 23 event.  Mole 
day is celebrated each year on October 23 from 
6:02 a.m. to 6:02 p.m., in recognition of Avoga-
dro’s number (6.02 X 1023), an integral concept 
and basic measuring unit in chemistry.  This 
year’s theme was May the MOLES Be With You.  
Students were treated to a breakfast, along 
with exhilarating demonstrations and raffles.  
Individuals eagerly volunteered to have me-
thane bubbles ignited in their hands, or to 
launch corks from a bottle using carbon dioxide 
gas. 
 

 
 
 

Social Studies Department 
 
This past quarter, social studies, English, and 
science teachers collaborated to teach the book 
A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park, which 
focuses on the struggle to secure water and the 
refugee crisis in East Africa.  After reading the 
book, the 9th grade classes engaged in a num-
ber of different activities to bring the issue of 
water scarcity alive including simulating a ver-
sion of a quest for water by hauling bottles and 
jugs of water from the brook around the various 
fields of SHS.  The enthusiasm from this class 
project is leading a number of ninth graders to 
fundraise to fund water well projects in Africa. 
 

9
th

-graders collecting water from the Scarsdale 
Brook as part of the Long Walk to Water simulation  

 
In her 10th grade World History classes, Emily 
Block's students examined aspects of the Hai-
tian Revolution and how it was influenced by 
the ideals of the European Enlightenment and 
the French Revolution.  In Sarah Guerra's clas-
ses, the 10th graders have examined the 
historiographical questions around Eurocen-
trism in World History. 
 

 
9

th
-graders carrying gallon jugs of water as part of 

the Long Walk to Water simulation  



Special Education Department 
 
The Learning Resource Center started off the year welcoming our new freshmen and helping them tran-
sition to the high school.  We also welcomed their parents with our first-ever 9th-Grade LRC Parents 
Welcome.  LRC teachers met with many 9th-grade parents to talk about the transition and the role that 
the LRC plays in their child’s journey through SHS.  It was a great evening, and we look forward to mak-
ing this an annual event. 
 

Throughout the quarter we have worked with our 
students to help them strengthen their skills and meet 
the demands of the curriculum.  Many of our seniors 
are working through or have completed the applica-
tion process for college.  Some have already received 
acceptance letters, and we couldn’t be more thrilled 
for them! 
 
After-school help in the LRC continues for all classified 
students.  Teachers are available on Tuesdays through 
Thursdays from 3:00 to 3:45 and on Fridays from 2:00 
to 2:45.  Please encourage your child to attend. 
 
The LRC staff has participated in Professional Devel-
opment workshops focusing on transition goals and 

graduation options for students with disabilities.  As the year progresses, we will continue to explore 
workshops and conferences to keep current with the latest trends in special education. 
  



World Languages Department 
 
Follow us on Twitter https://twitter.com/SHS_WL_Dept 
 

Spanish AT Literature students have being working with delight 
in a selection of chapters from the magnificent book Don Quijote 
de la Mancha by Miguel de Cervantes.  As a follow up they at-
tended the play Don Quijote, a Spanish-language dramatization 
adapted by the renowned Colombian director Santiago García, at 
Repertorio Espanol in New York City. 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr.  Krisna Uk, Executive Director of the Center for Khmer 
Studies in Siem Reap, Cambodia, born in France to Khmer 
parents who left Cambodia prior to the civil war, came to 
speak to French AT students about French Imperialism in In-
dochina to gain a better understanding of French culture past 
and present. 
 

Beth Colleary and Robin Bray collaborated over the 
summer at the NY Botanical Gardens to view the Frida 
Kahlo exhibit and design a fun and educational scaven-
ger-hunt project for the students.  Ms. Colleary spoke to 
Sra Bray’s students about the life and art of Frida Kahlo 
and the current exhibit.  In addition, classes had the op-
portunity to hear from a Mexican speaker about the Day 
of the Dead celebration in his native country.  Ms. Col-
leary and Ms. Bray continued their interdisciplinary work 
to enrich the lives of Spanish students by creating “papel 
picado,” “cempasuchil” (marigold flowers) to build “un 
retablo” dedicated to Frida Kahlo. 
 

 
 
 
 
Señora Cisco's students in Spanish 342 participat-
ed in an interdisciplinary unit of study, with Beth 
Colleary presenting how to analyze art using Frida 
Kahlo's works.  After discussing pre-Hispanic 
themes and the Day of the Dead celebrations, the 
students wrote original back stories for the skele-
ton etchings of Jorge Guadalupe Posada and 
contributed ofrendas offerings to commemorate 
Kahlo's life and work. 

https://twitter.com/SHS_WL_Dept

